
 
 

 

Building academic language  
 
 

Lernziele / Angestrebte 
Kompetenzen 
 

- Raise language awareness  

- Draw attention to the differences between 

communicative language and academic language  

- Introduce students to the different characteristics of 

academic language 

- Develop reading comprehension skills and productive 

skills (in academic language) 

-  

Wichtige Etappen im 
Unterrichtsablauf 
 

 

1. Decide on a thinking skill (prediction, speculation, 

cause&effect thinking…) and choose a context/subject 

(e.g. environmental problems, historical 

periods/contexts, hobbies, vacation planning, media, …).  

2. Determine necessary language to ‘’communicate’’ this 

skill (vocabulary, grammar point, useful expressions, …) 

3. Check previous knowledge (of grammatical structures 

and lexical fields). 

4. Revise and introduce language. 

→ different possibilities: vocabulary lists, lists with linking 

words, gap-fill exercises, syntax exercises, …  

5. Students use language in a meaningful task (describe a 

graph or a photo, write a report, give advice, …). 

6. Look at the productions & give feedback 

→ different possibilities: error corrections (done by the 

teacher, by peers, or using track changes in work, …), 

model answers and discussions 

7. Students edit their work in order to improve   

 

 
Methodische 
Hinweise/Voraussetzungen 
 

 
It is very important that students are exposed to model 
answers and see how language is used in practice. 
Students should do some exercises/activities to practice 
language and improve their writing skills. 
Ideally, language teachers cooperate with “specialist” 
teachers (history teachers, social studies teachers etc.) who 
provide the necessary content and methodological 
knowledge to assist the language teacher in approaching the 
topic. This will prevent the lessons from remaining 
superficial. 
 



 
 

Didaktische Hilfsmittel Texts / handouts / working sheets  

Zeitaufwand  
 

 2-6 lessons 
 

 
Bibliographic reference  

  
Zwiers Jeff : Building academic language : Essential practices 
for Content Classrooms (San Francisco : Jossey-Bass, 2008) 
 
 
 

Some concrete examples from Laura Baldelli’s TC 

English/3e – Context : industrial revolution 

 

Title Low life expectancy in 19th-century towns 

 

Learning Objectives  learn why the life expectancy in 19th-century cities was low 

 practise cause and effect thinking 

 revise old and learn new cause and effect language 

 (develop academic language) 

 

Steps 1. students analyse different visuals and answer question 

(Why was the life expectancy so low in 19th-c. towns?) 

2. correction with graphic organiser and prompts 

3. revision of old and introduction of new cause and effect 

language with gap-fill exercise 

4. Students edit their text or write one. 

5. correction feedback 

 

Methodology It’s important that students are exposed to model answers and 

see how new language is used in practice. 

 

Materials Handouts 

 

Duration 2 lessons 

 

 

 

Title The working conditions in 19th-century factories 

Learning Objectives  learn about working conditions in 19th-century factories 

 learn how to report texts and cite examples 

 (develop academic language) 



 
 

Steps 1. read and understand texts 

2. talk about intended audience and purpose of text 

3. introduce useful language 

4. students write a report based on text and using new 

expressions 

5. read model answer and focus on expressions 

Methodology It’s important that students are exposed to model answers. 

 

Materials texts, handouts 

 

Duration 2-3 lessons 

 

 

 

Title Workers’ rights  

Learning Objectives  Find out about some of our rights  at work we now consider 

normal 

 Revise modal verbs 

 

Steps 1. read through authentic extract from employees’ rights today 

(British government website) 

2. Check comprehension with gap-fill exercise into which 

students have to fill in the appropriate modal verb form 

 

Materials Handouts 

 

Duration Part of a lesson – just an activity 

 

 

Lesson handouts (Laura Baldelli) 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 


